Borough  of:  Westoti-super-Mare 


;t,'  v:,.-*-: 


m 


a?t:> 


/Ssitfi 


is: 


Kit/ 


Sj$,i 


n  ■u  -w 
'*  K 


'WM- 


\  I 


-V^-  '  u  ' -ivi 


ANN 


REPORi 


AyL' 


V  ; 


OF  THE 


edical  Officer 


For  the  Year 


1949 


*40"  ■! 


i  2  .  -:  ‘ :i.  ,s w ^  -yr-Fl'^'-l^-tfiSKftgl 


ft- 

>0  :,:JM 


©IS’ 

p%..'  -7  S-'f,/  '  . 


^tikU3$^\  tU 


. ?3fe 


Ifillii 

'"S'  ‘ 

lafea 


Ureport 


THE  •  CHIEF  SANITARY'  '  INSPECfOR 


AND  THE.  METEORQLOGIOAE 


^Rr 


L’s'# 


i  -1  '-.  ‘  » 


sf,; 


( 


rr^A/  .  / .  .V'  -i  -  V  / 

It/A '  '  Y-'K  ,  '“*  -S  'i  \ii 

;:  .S? 


iw 


Md 


Borough  of  Weston-super-Mare 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

« 

For  the  Year 


1949 


Including  the 

REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
AND  THE  METEOROLOGICAL  REPORT 


in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30267316 


Borough  of  Weston-super-Mare 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 
(January  to  May,  1949) 


Chairman 

Alderman  W.  B.  Craig 

Vice-Chairman 

Councillor  H.  Dodgson,  c.c. 


Alderman  P.  E.  Culling 
Councillor  F.  C.  Bessell 
Councillor  G.  R.  Cooper 
Councillor  Mrs.  M.  E.  Lucas 
Councillor  C.  W.  N.  Martin 
Councillor  P.  E.  Russell,  c.c. 


Councillor  W.  L.  Bate 

Councillor  W.  A.  Browning 

Councillor  A.  J.  Heybyrne, 
J.p.  (Mayor) 

Councillor  Miss  M.  J.  Moore 


(May  to  December,  1949) 

Chairman 

Councillor  Mrs.  M.  E.  Lucas 

Vice-Chairman 

Councillor  D.  H.  Miller-Barstow,  m.a. 


Alderman  H.  Dodgson,  j.p.,  c.c. 

(Mayor) 

Alderman  A.  J.  Heybyrne 
Councillor  W.  A.  Browning 
Councillor  G.  C.  G.  Grey 
Councillor  S.  P.  H.  Staples 


Councillor  W.  L.  Bate 
Councillor 

Mrs.  Y.  E.  Battiscombe 
Councillor  F.  C.  Bessell 
Councillor  Mrs.  M.  J.  Grey 
Councillor  F.  Rasey 


DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Macdonald  A.  Charrett,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h. 


Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

D.  McGowan,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h. 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

I.  A.  Stephenson,  cert,  r.s.i.  and  s.i.j.b.,  Meat  and  Foods  cert. 

R.S.I. 


Abattoir  Superintendent  and  Sanitary  Inspector 

W.  W.  White,  cert,  r.s.i.,  and  s.i.j.b.  exam..  Meat  and  Foods 

CERT.  R.S.I.,  CERT.  INST.  OF  PUBLIC  CLEANSING  (SALVAGE),  CERT. 

London  City  and  Guilds  (Plumbing),  cert.  Rutherford  College 

(Building  Construction) 


Sanitary  Inspectors 

C.  E.  Urch,  cert,  r.s.i.,  Meat  and  Foods  cert,  r.s.i. 

E.  J.  Woodward,  cert,  r.s.i.  and  s.i.j.b..  Testamur  in  Sanitary 
Science,  cert.  Meat  and  Foods,  Nat.  Federation  of  Meat 

Traders’  Diploma 

(Resigned  29th  June,  1949) 

W.  J.  Thomas,  cert,  r.s.i.,  cert,  London  City  and  Guilds 

(Plumbing) 

D.  W.  Wilkins,  cert,  r.s.i.,  Meat  and  Foods  cert,  r.s.i. 

(From  1st  August,  1949) 

W.  Hetherington,  cert,  r.s.i. 

(From  1st  September,  1949) 

Clerical  Staff — 5. 


4 


The  Department  of  Public  Health, 
The  Town  Hall, 

W  ESTON-SUPER-  M  ARE . 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of 
The  Borough  of  Weston-super-Mare. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Health  Report  of 
the  Borough  for  the  year  1949.  The  whole  of  the  year  under  review 
deals  with  the  administration  of  Dr.  M.  A.  Charrett,  who  resigned 
on  the  10th  April,  1950,  but  as  the  necessary  statistical  data  from 
the  Registrar-General  were  not  received  until  June,  it  was  not 
possible  for  Dr.  Charrett  to  complete  the  report  before  his  departure. 

1949  has  been  the  first  full  year  during  which  the  new  Welfare 
Acts  of  Parliament  have  been  functioning,  and  although  this  report 
may  seem  short  compared  with  reports  of  previous  years,  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  various  members  of  the  Council  are 
still  actively  concerned  with  the  welfare  services  of  the  town. 

On  behalf  of  Dr.  Charrett  and  myself,  I  would  like  to  thank  the 
Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Committees  with  which  the  Health 
Department  is  associated  for  their  confidence  and  support,  and  the 
officers  and  staff  of  the  Health  and  other  Departments  for  their 
assistance  and  co-operation. 

I  am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

David  McGowan, 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (including  foreshore)  ...  ...  ...  .  7,006  acres 


Population — 1931  Census .  31,706 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  for  mid-1949  39,830 

(including  7,627  under  the  age  of  15  years). 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1949)  ...  ...  .  £416,213 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate .  .  £1,707 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1st  April,  1949) .  10,871 

Number  of  Inhabited  Dwellings  : — 

Houses  .  9,135 

Flats  and  Tenements  .  1,182 

Private  Hotels  ...  ...  ...  ...  105 

Houses  and  Shops .  408 

Firms  and  Agricultural  Dwellings  ...  41 


Total  ...  10,871 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1949 


Live  Births  : — 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate  . . 

Totals  . . 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 


Male 

Female 

Total 

285 

239 

524 

20 

18 

38 

305 

257 

562 

14.11 

Still  Births  : — 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 


Male  Female  Total 

8  4  12 

1  —  1 

9  4  13 


Still-Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  total  births)  =  22.61 


Deaths  : —  Male 

271 

Crude  Death  Rate  (per  1,000  population)  = 


Female 

349 

15.54. 


Total 

620 
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Puerperal  Deaths  : — 

From  puerperal  sepsis  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

From  other  maternal  causes  . .  . .  . .  Nil 


Infant  Mortality  {Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age). 


Deaths  : 

Male  Female 

Tota 

Legitimate 

5 

7 

12 

Illegitimate  . . 

1 

— 

1 

Totals 

Rate  for  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

6 

=  23.13. 

7 

13 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  : — 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

•  • 

0.43 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis  . . 

•  • 

0.45 

Cancer 

•  • 

2.21 

Other  Deaths  : — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Cancer 

40 

48 

88 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

— 

— 

Diarrhoea  (under  two  years) 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  . . 

— 

— 

— 
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I.  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  BOROUGH 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

The  conditions  in  the  district  have  changed  very  little  during  the 
year.  The  influx  of  holiday  visitors  was  well  up  to  pre-war  numbers 
during  the  summer  months,  and  the  number  of  day  trippers  was, 
owing  to  the  long,  dry,  sunny,  summer  season,  greater  than  for  many 
years. 

Light  industries,  including  factories  making  prefabricated  schools, 
stainless  steel  and  hospital  kitchen  equipment,  and  a  Ministry  of 
Supply  Repair  Depot,  continued  as  before.  A  further  Ministry  of 
Supply  Depot  was  opened  a  mile  or  two  from  the  Borough  towards 
The  end  of  the  year.  The  number  of  unemployed  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  511,  compared  with  750  at  the  end  of  1948.  Of  these  511, 
211  were  women,  boys  and  girls.  The  situation  was  very  different 
in  the  middle  of  the  season  ;  for  example,  on  the  13th  June,  1949, 
there  were  223  out  of  work — 183  men,  4  boys,  33  women  and  3  girls. 
It  seems  that,  although  an  improvement  in  the  employment  of  men 
would  be  very  desirable,  there  is  little  chance  of  any  alteration  in 
the  position  of  unemployment  of  women  unless  some  form  of 
winter  seasonal  work  can  be  devised. 


VHAL  STATISTICS 
Births 

The  Registrar- General  has  given  the  corrected  number  of  live 
births  in  the  Borough  as  562  for  1949 — 305  males  and  257  females. 

Of  these,  38  were  illegitimate  (20  males  and  18  females).  This  is 
7.3  per  cent  of  the  total  live  births,  a  small  increase  on  the  previous 
year  (6.4  per  cent  in  1948). 

The  birth  rate  in  1949  was  14.1  per  1,000  of  the  total  population, 
thus  showing  the  expected  continued  fall  of  the  birth  rate  after  the 
immediate  post-war  period.  It  will  be  noted  that  during  the  past 
eleven  years,  the  birth  rate  for  Weston-super-Mare  has  been  lower 
than  the  birth  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales,  except  for 
the  years  1944  and  1945.  The  probable  reason  for  this  is  that 
Weston-super-Mare  has  an  “  old  ”  population,  that  is,  there  is  a 
larger  proportion  of  middle-aged  and  old  people  in  the  town  than 
in  the  country  as  a  whole.  The  effect  of  this  ageing  population  is 
also  seen  in  the  crude  death  rate  for  the  Borough,  which  is  always 
considerably  higher  than  the  death  rate  for  the  whole  of  England 
and  Wales. 
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Birth  Rates 


Year 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

England  and 
Wales 

150 

14-6 

14-2 

15-8 

16-5 

17-6 

161 

191 

20-5 

17-9 

16-7 

Weston-s-Mare 

11-9 

11-2 

11-8 

14-4 

15-6 

17-6 

16-5 

15-7 

17-4 

15*7 

141 

Percentage  of 
Illegitimate 
Births  to 

Total  Births  in 
Weston-s-Mare 

4-6 

7-4 

7-9 

8*2 

8-1 

8-3 

12-3 

6*1 

7-5 

6-4 

7-3 

Stillbirths 

The  registered  number  of  stillbirths  in  1949  was  13  (9  males  and 
4  females)  of  which  one  was  illegitimate,  thus  giving  a  stillbirth  rate 
of  22.6  per  1,000  total  births. 

The  figures  for  stillbirths  should  read  in  conjunction  with  the 
Infant  Mortality  rates,  as  many  of  the  causes  which  are  responsible 
for  the  death  of  infants  are  also  responsible  for  stillbirths.  The 
stillbirth  rate  in  the  Borough,  like  the  infant  mortality  rate,  shows 
considerable  yearly  fluctuations,  owing  to  the  comparatively  small 
numbers  involved,  but  the  average  rates  for  five-years  periods  from 
1930  show  a  distinct  downward  trend.  The  incidence  of  stillbirths 
cannot  be  accurately'  determined  before  the  1930-1934  period,  as 
there  was  no  registration  of  stillbirths  in  England  and  Wales  until 
1927,  when  this  became  compulsory  under  the  Births  and  Deaths 
Registration  Act,  1926. 

Stillbirth  Rates  compared  by  Period 

(Quinquennia  from  1930-1949) 

Weston-super-Mare  England  and  Wales 

1930-1934  50  per  1000  total  births  41  per  1000  total  births 


1935-1939 

44  „ 

J5 

5? 

39  „ 

?5 

1940-1944 

33  „ 

5? 

33  „ 

5? 

1945-1949 

26  „ 

5? 

5? 

?? 

25  „ 

5? 

5? 

Deaths 

After  correction  for  transferable  deaths,  the  net  total  assigned  to 
the  Borough  was  620  (271  males  and  349  females).  This  is  an 
increase  of  92  on  the  total  for  1948,  and  gives  a  crude  death  rate 
of  15.54. 

It  will  be  seen,  however,  that  the  increase  was  in  the  older  age 
groups,  393  deaths  (63.4  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths)  occurring  in 
persons  aged  70  or  over,  and  nearly  three-quarters  of  the  deaths 
(73.9  per  cent)  occurred  in  persons  over  the  age  of  65.  In  the  age 
groups  under  65,  the  number  of  deaths  was  almost  the  same  as  in 
the  previous  year,  namely  161,  compared  with  162  in  1948.  Another 
stirking  feature  was  the  fact  that  no  less  than  29  persons  (2  males 
and  27  females)  over  90  years  of  age  died.  When  the  comparability 
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factor  is  applied  to  the  crude  death  rate,  an  adjusted  death  rate  of 
11.34  is  obtained.  This  compares  favourable  with  the  death  rate 
for  England  and  Wales,  as  a  whole,  which  was  1 1 .2. 


Death  Rates 


Year 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

England  and 
Wales 

12-1 

14-3 

12-9 

11*6 

12*1 

11*6 

11*4 

11*5 

12*0 

10*8 

11*7 

Crude  D.R., 

Wes  ton-s- Mare 

14-1 

14-9 

14-0 

14*2 

14*6 

14*2 

15*3 

14*5 

15*9 

13*3 

15*5 

The  following  tables  show  the  causes  of  death,  and  the  sex  and 
age  distribution  of  deaths  : — 


Causes  of  Death. 

1 

1949 

Males. 

Females. 

All  Causes  Total  ...  620 

271 

349 

1.  Typhoid  and  para- typhoid  fevers  . 

— 

— 

2.  Cerebro-spinal  fever  . 

— 

- - 

3.  Scarlet  Fever  . 

__ 

— 

4.  Whooping  Cough  . 

— 

— 

5.  Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  ...  . 

10 

7 

7.  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis . 

- - 

1 

8.  Syphilitic  diseases  . 

- - 

— 

9.  Influenza  .  . 

— 

10.  Measles . 

- - 

11.  Acute  poliomyelitis  and  polio-encephalitis  . 

1 

. — 

12.  Acute  infantile  encephalitis  . 

— 

— 

13.  Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus(M) 

4 

5 

uterus(F) 

14.  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . 

12 

5 

15.  Cancer  of  breast  . 

7 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites  . 

24 

31 

17.  Diabetes  . 

1 

18.  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions . 

45 

54 

19.  Heart  diseases . 

80 

134 

20.  Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system  . 

3 

12 

21.  Bronchitis  . 

18 

12 

22.  Pneumonia  . 

7 

10 

23.  Other  respiratory  diseases  . 

7 

2 

24.  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  . 

2 

5 

25.  Diarrhoea  under  two  years  . 

— 

— 

26.  Appendicitis  . 

— 

2 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases  . . 

9 

7 

28.  Nephritis  . . . 

8 

3 

29.  Puerperal  and  post-abortion  sepsis  ...  . 

— 

— 

30.  Other  maternal  causes . 

— 

— 

31.  Premature  births  ...  ...  *... 

1 

_ 

32.  Congenital  malformations  :  birth  injuries  :  infantile 
diseases  .  . 

5 

3 

33.  Suicide  . 

1 

2 

34.  Road  traffic  accidents  . 

3 

_ 

35.  Other  violent  causes  . 

6 

8 

36.  All  other  causes 

24 

39 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  ;  Total  ... 

6 

7 

Legitimate 

5 

7 

Illegitimate  ...  ... 

1 

— 
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SEX  AND  AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  DEATHS,  1949 


Ages  at  Death  in  Years 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1 

. .  6 

7 

13 

1— 

3 

2 

5 

10— 

5 

2 

7 

25— 

10 

10 

20 

45— 

56 

60 

116 

65— 

36 

29 

65 

—116 

—110 

—226 

70— 

48 

46 

94 

75— 

52 

59 

111 

80— 

29 

72  . 

101 

85— 

23 

35 

58 

90 

1 

20 

21 

95_100 

1 

7 

8 

—154 

—239 

—393 

270 

349 

619 

Unknown 

1 

— 

1 

271 

349 

620 

Maternal  Mortality 

There  were  no  deaths  during  the  year  from  puerperal  sepsis  or 
other  maternal  causes. 

Infant  Mortality 

After  correction  for  transferable  deaths,  13  children  (6  boys  and 
7  girls)  under  the  age  of  one  year,  died  during  the  year.  This  gives 
an  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  23.1  per  1,000  live  births,  which  is 
slightly  below  the  record  low  level  of  1948.  Owing  to  the 
comparatively  small  numbers  involved,  the  variations  from  year  to 
year  in  the  infant  mortality  rate  in  the  Borough  are  fairly  large,  and 
to  obtain  a  better  view  of  the  improvement  in  infant  mortality  the 
averages  in  ten-year  periods  for  the  last  60  years  should  be  studied. 
The  following  table  shows  these  averages  for  the  Borough,  and  for 
comparison,  the  averages  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  are 
also  shown. 
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Infant  Mortality  compared  by  Period 

(Decennia  from  1890-1949) 


Weston-super-Mare  England  and  Wales 

1890-1899  133  per  1000  live  births  153  per  1000  live  births 


1900-1909 

97 

5) 

?? 

55 

55 

132 

55 

55 

55 

55 

1910-1919 

85 

)J 

5  J 

55 

55 

103 

55 

55 

55 

55 

1920-1929 

52 

J  J 

J5 

55 

55 

74 

55 

5  5 

55 

55 

1930-1939 

45 

55 

55 

55 

59 

55 

55 

55 

55 

1940-1949 

40 

>> 

55 

55 

55 

46 

55 

55 

55 

55 

Infant  Mortality 


Year 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

England  and 
Wales 

50 

55 

59 

49 

49 

46 

46 

43 

41 

34 

32 

Weston-s-Mare 

48-0 

60*9 

55-9 

33-5 

48-8 

47-8 

30-7 

40-9 

34-8 

24*12 

23*1 
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This  table  gives  the  causes  of  death  of  all  infants  under  one  year  of  age.  Of  the  13  deaths,  7  or  53.8  per  cent  occurred  in  the  first 
four  weeks  of  life.  8  deaths  or  61.5  per  cent  were  due  to  causes  present  at  birth,  and  might  be  termed  “  non-preventable.” 


Total 

under 

1  Year 

- 

(N 

(N 

-- 

9—12 

Months 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6—9 

Months 

1 

1 

' 

1 

' 

1 

1 

1 

3—6  ^ 

Months 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1—3 

Months 

1 

1 

I 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

\ 

Total 

under 

1  Month 

1 

- 

fN 

(N 

- 

I 

-- 

1 

2—4 

Weeks 

1 

1 

1 

1 

-- 

1 

1 

- 

1—2 

Weeks 

- 

I 

I 

' 

1 

1 

I 

Total 

under 

1  week 

1 

-- 

(N 

<N 

- 

■ 

1 

1 

2—7 

Days 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1—2 

Days 

1 

1 

(N 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

<N 

Under 

1  Day 

1 

- 

' 

(N 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Cause  of  Death 

1 

j  Pneumonia 

Prematurity  . 

i 

Congenital  Debility 

1  Atelectosis  . 

1 

Asphyxia  Pallida  . 

Asphyxia  due  to  Insufflation  of 
Stomach  Contents  . 

Accidental  Suffocation 

Congenital  Hydrocephalus  and 
Spina  Bifida . 

Congenital  Intestinal  Obstruc¬ 
tion  . 

Total  . 
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INQUESTS 


36  inquests  were  held  by  the  Coroner  in  the  Borough  during  the 
year.  Of  these,  28  were  upon  residents  of  the  town,  and  8  on  non¬ 
residents.  In  addition  to  these,  6  inquests  were  held  elsewhere  on 
persons  normally  resident  in  the  Borough.  The  causes  of  death 
recorded  at  inquests  upon  residents  are  set  out  as  follows  : — 


Causes  of  Death  Males 

Females 

Total 

Natural  Causes  . 

4 

5 

9 

—  4 

—  5 

—  9 

Accidents,  directly  or  indirectly  : — 

Burns  at  home  . 

1 

1 

2 

Falls  outside  the  home 

2 

2 

4 

Falls  in  the  home  . 

— 

5 

5 

Poisoning,  Coal  Gas . 

1 

1 

2 

Poisoning,  paraldehyde 

1 

— 

1 

Insufflation  of  stomach  contents 

— 

1 

1 

Suffocation  . 

1 

— 

1 

Drowning  . 

2 

— 

2 

Road  Accidents  . 

3 

— 

3 

—11 

—10 

—21 

Suicide  : — 

Hanging  . 

1 

1 

2 

Poisoning,  Coal  gas . 

— 

1 

1 

—  1 

2 

—  3 

Cause  of  death  unknown . 

1 

-  — 

1 

—  1 

—  — 

—  1 

,  j 

17 

17 

*  34 

POPULATION 

The  figures  below  show  the  mid-year  estimate  of  the  resident 
population  of  Weston-super-Mare,  made  by  the  Registrar- General 
since  1939. 


1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 


35,280 

40,810 

44,500 

41,250 

38,100 

37,930 


1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 


37,470 

38,890 

39,590 

39,710 

39,830 
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11.  GENERAL  HEALTH  SERVICES,  Etc. 


Health  Education.  The  display  of  posters  and  the  distribution  of 
leaflets  on  health  education  and  the  prevention  of  accidents  in  the 
home  continued  throughout  the  year,  but  the  outstanding  feature  of 
health  propaganda  in  1949  was  the  Health  Exhibition  held  from  the 
4th  to  the  9th  April.  The  main  emphasis  was  on  the  hygiene  of 
food  production  and  food  handling,  and  the  exhibition  was  timed  to 
follow  lectures  and  demonstrations  to  all  firms  associated  with  the 
food  trade,  and  was  sufficiently  early  in  the  year  to  allow  them  to 
put  into  practice  the  lessons  which  the  exhibition  taught.  The 
5,323  people  who  attended  the  exhibition  saw  more  than  this, 
however.  There  were  stands  dealing  with  midwifery,  nursing,  child 
welfare,  pest  control  and  refuse  and  salvage  disposal,  while  cookery 
demonstrations  and  film  shows  were  held  twice  a  day. 

It  is  probably  better  to  have  a  continuous  scheme  of  health 
education  rather  than  to  rise  to  heights  for  short  periods  and  then 
to  sink  down  once  again  into  the  doldrums,  but  within  such  limits, 
the  exhibition  was  a  success  and  a  tribute  to  the  staff  of  the  Health 
and  other  departments  of  the  Town  Hall,  who  worked  so  hard  to 
make  it  worthy  of  its  aims. 

Disposal  of  Refuse.  Tipping  continued  on  the  site  in  Old  Junction 
Road.  Salvage  schemes,  with  the  exception  of  kitchen  scraps,  had 
unfortunately  to  be  stopped  in  September  and  this  led,  among 
other  things,  to  an  enormous  increase  in  the  amount  of  paper  sent 
to  the  tips.  This  is  unfortunate  in  more  ways  than  one ;  not  only 
has  there  been  a  loss  of  income  which  previously  came  from  the  sale 
of  waste  paper,  but  tipping  space,  always  difficult  to  find,  is  being 
used  up  at  a  much  greater  rate  than  previously.  A  number  of  fires 
broke  out  before  the  onset  of  the  wet  winter  months,  and  there  is 
little  doubt  that  these,  which  had  a  considerable  nuisance  value  and 
were  difficult  and  expensive  to  extinguish,  had  been  started 
intentionally  by  irresponsible  youths. 

Cleansing  Station.  The  premises  for  the  cleansing  station  are  at 
the  Isolation  Hospital  in  Drove  Road,  and  the  South-West  Regional 
Hospital  Board  kindly  consented  to  allow  the  Council  to  use  them 
during  the  year.  61  patients  were  treated,  compared  with  136  in 
1948,  and  168  separate  treatments  were  given.  The  number  of 
patients  treated  was  not  large,  but  it  is  a  wise  precaution  to  continue 
this  very  useful  service.  It  is  very  pleasing  to  report  that  personal 
hygiene  has  improved  to  such  an  extent  that  the  number  of  patients 
treated  in  1949  has  dropped  from  500  in  1945  to  61  in  1949. 


Year 

No.  of  Patients  treated 

1945  ... 

500 

1946  ... 

449 

1947  ... 

191 

1948  ... 

136 

1949  ... 

61 
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Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948.  This  section 
provides  for  the  removal  to  a  suitable  place  of  persons  who  are  in 
need  of  care  and  attention  through  age  or  disease.  This  step  is  only 
taken,  of  course,  in  extreme  cases  where  the  person  concerned  is 
likely  to  suffer  injury  to  health  by  remaining  in  their  homes  or  where 
there  is  serious  nuisance  to  other  persons. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  this  section 
during  the  year  1949. 


Water.  Owing  to  an  exceptionally  dry  summer,  which  had  been 
preceded  by  a  dry  winter  and  spring,  the  flow  of  the  spring  at  Banwell 
decreased  to  such  an  extent  that  the  normal  water  supply  of  the 
town  had  to  be  supplemented  by  water  taken  from  the  old  well  at 
Milton  Road.  This  well  has  only  been  used  for  compensatory 
purposes  for  a  number  of  years,  and  the  increased  hardness  caused 
by  the  addition  of  this  water  to  the  main  supply  was  the  subject  of 
some  adverse  comment.  It  was,  however,  possible  by  this  means, 
and  by  the  co-operation  of  the  West  Mendip  Internal  Drainage 
Board,  to  maintain  a  supply,  satisfactory  in  other  ways,  during  the 
summer  months,  although  of  course  restrictions  had  to  be  placed  on 
the  washing  of  cars  and  the  watering  of  gardens.  Co-operation  of 
all  users  was  sought  and  there  is  no<  doubt  that  voluntary  saving  of 
water  prevented  the  need  for  further  restrictions,  as  consumption 
began  to  fall  at  the  critical  period  when  it  was  expected  to  rise  beyond 
the  possibility  of  supply.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  restrictions 
were  much  more  severe  in  many  of  the  surrounding  towns,  and  in 
one  place  water  was  cut  off  for  more  than  13  hours  a  day  over  a 
period  of  at  least  2  months.  Plans  are  in  hand  to  provide  an  even 
more  satisfactory  supply.  If  this  materialises  the  water  of  the  town 
should  be  adequate  in  quantity  and  quality  in  future. 

79  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological  analysis 
throughout  the  year,  and  reports  were  received  from  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service  at  fortnightly  intervals,  and  from  a  firm 
of  public  analysts  every  week.  The  system  of  sampling  was  changed 
about  the  middle  of  the  year  :  it  had  been  the  practice  for  some  time 
to  take  samples  from  the  Banwell  Spring  and  from  the  Town  Hall 
tap.  Since  well  water  was  added  during  the  summer,  samples  were 
taken  at  the  Waterworks  mixing  plant,  at  the  Montpelier  Reservoir 
after  chlorination,  and  at  various  points  throughout  the  town,  in 
addition  to  the  Banwell  Spring,  different  points  being  chosen  each 
week.  Although  well  water  was  no  longer  added  during  the  winter 
months  the  principle  of  sampling  taps  at  random  throughout  the 
Borough  was  continued.  Although  a  few  Coli-aerogenes  bacteria 
were  discovered  in  the  raw  supply  from  time  to  time,  the  water 
samples  taken  after  treatment  never  showed  the  presence  of 
pathogenic  organisms.  The  sampling  did  show,  however,  that 
although  the  water  was  rendered  safe  by  means  of  the  chloramine 
process,  the  Spring  water  was  not  suitable  for  use  without  treatment, 
particularly  after  heavy  rain  or  in  the  springtime,  when  the  gathering 
grounds  were  being  manured. 
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Eight  chemical  analyses  of  water  were  made  during  the  year  and 
the  following,  taken  from  the  Town  Hall  tap,  is  typical  : — 


Saline  Ammonia  . 

Albuminoid  ammonia . 

Nitrogen  as  nitrate  . 

Nitrogen  as  nitrite  . 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate 

Chlorine  as  chloride . 

Dissolved  solids  . 

Earthy  carbonates  . 

Earthy  salts  not  carbonates . 

Hardness  . 

Poisonous  metals  . 


pH  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Sediment  . 

Organisms  on  Agar  at  22  °C 
Organisms  on  Agar  at  blood 
Coliform  Bacilli 

Faecal  coli  . 

Free  chlorine  . 


heat 


Parts  per  100,000 

•0116 

•0004 

•164 

Absent 

•008 

T7 

32*0 

19-0 

T5 

2T5 

Absent 

7-5 

Nil 

1  per  ml 

2  per  ml 

Absent  from  100  ml 
Absent  from  100  ml 
0^1 5  ppm 


The  water  has  no  plumbo-solvent  action 


11,487  houses  representing  43,423  persons  are  supplied  directly 
from  the  public  water  mains,  and  6  houses  representing  24  persons 
obtain  their  water  from  standpipes. 

New  distribution  mains  were  laid  in  Martindale  Estate,  Alexandra 
Estate  and  Bourn ville  Estate  Site  7A,  to  supply  138  of  the  houses 
and  flats  erected  by  the  local  authority  during  the  year,  and  now 
occupied. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage.  478  linear  yards  of  9in.  and  6in.  foul 
sewers  and  400  linear  yards  of  12in.  and  9in.  surface  water  sewers 
were  laid  for  the  drainage  of  Bournville  Estate  Site  7 A,  on  which 
52  houses  and  flats  were  erected. 


Housing.  The  erection  of  new  houses  continued  steadily  during 
the  year,  but  there  is  still  a  tremendous  amount  of  work  to  be  done. 
By  the  provision  of  adequate  housing,  the  local  authority  can 
contribute  more  to  the  health  and  happiness  of  the  community 
than  by  any  other  means  at  their  disposal. 


Houses  erected 

Houses  in 

course  of 

Conversion  to  Flats 

during  year 

erection 

or  Dwellings 

Permanent 

Temporary 

Permanent 

Temporary 

Permanent 

Temporary 

Local 

Authority 

Private 

228 

— 

30 

— 

- - 

— 

enterprise 

36 

— 

10 

— 

18  units 

— 

Total 

264 

— 

40 

— 

18 

— 

17 


III.  PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


During  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  expected  biennial  epidemic 
of  measles  occurred,  and  this  was  the  only  infectious  disease  which 
reached  epidemic  proportions,  although  the  number  of  notified 
cases  of  scarlet  fever  was  higher  than  usual.  The  town  was  fortunate 
in  that  during  a  year  when  the  incidence  of  poliomyelitis  was  very 
high  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  there  were  only  three  cases  notified 
in  the  Borough. 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1949 


Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  Isolation 
Hospital 

Deaths 

Measles  ... 

953 

23 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

119 

44 

— 

Erysipelas  . 

10 

4 

— 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

22 

10 

{All  types) 

17 

{All  types) 

Whooping  Cough  . 

62 

3 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

— 

— 

■ — 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

3 

1 

1 

Acute  Polioencephalitis  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 

47 

2 

17 

Tuberculosis  (Non-pulmonary) 

12 

— 

1 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 

— 

• — • 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

1 

— 

Dysentery  ...  . 

3 

2 

— 

Diphtheria  . 

1 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

4 

1 

■  ■  '  ■ 

Diphtheria 

In  the  Annual  Report  for  1948  it  was  reported,  for  the  first  time 
since  records  were  kept,  that  there  had  been  no  case  of  diphtheria  in 
the  Borough.  That  report  cannot,  unfortunately,  be  repeated  this 
year,  as  one  case  was  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  ;  although 
the  organism  causing  the  disease  could  not  be  found,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  this  was  a  true  case  of  diphtheria.  It  is  very  interesting 
to  note  that  the  child  affected  had  not  been  immunised.  This  case 
is,  perhaps,  a  timely  reminder  to  all  concerned — doctors,  nurses  and 
parents — that  the  only  “  safe  ”  child  is  an  immunised  child. 
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Number  of 

Number  of 

Year 

cases 

deaths 

Remarks 

1900 

17 

5 

1910 

14 

1 

1920 

68 

5 

1930 

52 

2 

1940 

51 

3 

1941 

1942 

109 

18 

6 

1 

y  Immunisation  campaign  started. 

1943 

14 

1944 

5 

— 

1945 

2 

— 

1946 

1 

— 

This  case  was  not  ordinaiy  diphtheria 

of  the  throat,  but  infection  of  a 
wound  by  the  diphtheria  germ. 

1947 

2 

— 

1948 

NO  CASE 

1949 

1 

■ 

Organism  not  isolated. 

Scarlet  Fever 

One  hundred  and  nineteen  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified 
during  1949,  and  82  of  these  occurred  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 
The  swift  rise  was  in  accordance  with  the  remainder  of  the  country, 
where  the  notifications  were  higher  than  for  6  years.  The  cases 
were  widespread  throughout  the  town,  but  the  incidence  never 
reached  epidemic  proportions.  The  average  number  of  cases  over 
the  previous  10  years  was  66.  44  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital. 

Fortunately,  the  virulence  of  the  disease  is  now  much  lower  than 
it  was  20  or  30  years  ago,  and  the  toxic  or  malignant  cases  which 
were  so  common  in  the  past  are  now  rarely  seen. 


Erysipelas 

10  cases — 5  males  and  5  females — compared  with  an  average  of 
8  over  the  past  10  years,  were  notified  during  1949.  Four  of  these 
cases  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  :  all  were  fairly  mild 
cases  and  made  uneventful  recoveries. 


Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Four  cases  of  this  condition  were  notified  during  1949.  All 
patients  made  complete  recoveries. 


Measles 

A  full-scale  measles  epidemic  was  under  way  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year,  and  by  the  time  that  it  had  run  its  natural  course — by  the 
end  of  the  first  quarter — 900  notifications  had  been  received,  in 
addition  to  52  during  the  fourth  quarter  of  1948.  Measles  was  only 
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made  a  notifiable  disease  in  1940.  The  total  of  953  for  1949  was 
667  higher  than  the  average  for  1940-1948.  23  cases  were  admitted 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  but  no  death  from  the  disease  was  recorded. 

Notifications  of  Measles  since  1940. 


Year 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

Notifications 

459 

495 

10 

373 

30 

783 

5 

263 

157 

953 

Deaths  . 

1 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

The  number  of  cases — 62 — was  a  welcome  drop  from  the  figure  of 
132  in  1948,  the  highest  recorded  since  1941,  the  first  year  in  which 
this  disease  became  notifiable.  29  of  these  cases  occurred  in  the 
first  quarter.  The  average  number  of  cases  in  the  9  years  1940-1948 
was  1 10.  3  cases  were  sent  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  in  Drove  Road. 


Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

Although  the  country  as  a  whole  had  an  incidence  of  poliomyelitis 
only  second  to  that  of  the  outbreak  of  1947,  when  the  number  of 
cases  was  higher  than  ever  before,  Weston-super-Mare  was  fortunate 
in  having  only  three  notified  cases.  Two  of  these  were  in  visitors 
to  the  town,  who  must  have  caught  the  disease  before  coming  here, 
and  who  were  within  the  incubation  date  on  arrival.  One  case  was 
admitted  to  the  General  Hospital,  Weston-super-Mare,  one  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  Weston-super-Mare,  and  the  other  to  Ham 
Green  Hospital,  Pill,  Bristol.  One  case  died,  one  case  recovered 
completely,  and  in  the  third  one^  there  was,  unfortunately,  some 
residual  paralysis. 

Dysentery 

Three  cases  (2  males  and  1  female)  were  notified  during  the  year? 
and  only  two  of  these  cases — both  male — were  substantiated. 
This  compares  with  two  cases  in  1948.  (1)  A  small  child  aged  2i 

years  was  taken  ill  5  days  after  admission  to  the  General  Hospital 
for  Impetigo.  Atypical  dysentery  organisms  were  found.  No 
source  of  disease  was  discovered,  and  no  further  cases  occurred. 
Tests  which  were  carried  out  on  the  father,  who  had  had  dysentery 
some  years  previously,  were  negative.  (2)  One  child  of  a  family 
staying  in  a  caravan  in  Uphill  was  notified  as  having  been  admitted 
to  a  Bristol  Hospital  with  Sonne  Dysentery.  The  remainder  of  the 
family  were  investigated,  and  it  was  discovered  that  the  infant  of 
16  months,  who  had  had  signs  of  dysentery  14  days  previously,  was 
still  carrying  the  dysentery  germ.  The  child  was  admitted  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital  and  treated  satisfactorily.  No  further  cases 
occurred.  The  source  of  the  infection  was  not  discovered. 
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Food  Poisoning 


Only  two  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  in  1949.  In 
both  cases  the  disease  was  due  to  food  poisoning  organisms.  The 
first  case  was  an  isolated  one,  and  the  second  was  one  of  a  small 
number  which  occurred  at  the  R.A.F.  Station,  Locking.  In  addition 
to  notified  cases  there  were  three  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  at 
schools  in  the  town.  Although  the  number  of  persons  involved 
was  considerable,  no  notifications  were  received,  as  the  condition 
was  not  severe  enough  to  need  medical  attention. 

At  the  first  outbreak  in  Locking  Road  Junior  School  7  teachers 
and  29  children  were  affected  by  diarrhoea  and  vomitting  within 
12  hours  of  eating  a  meal  at  the  school.  No  cause  was  discovered. 
The  other  two  outbreaks  occurred  at  Worle  Secondary  Modern 
School.  At  the  end  of  September  about  140  children,  11  members 
of  the  teaching  staff  and  4  of  the  kitchen  staff  were  taken  ill  with 
symptoms  of  food  poisoning.  No  cause  could  be  found. 

About  a  fortnight  later  there  was  a  recurrence  of  the  trouble,  and 
on  this  occasion  137  children,  2  members  of  the  teaching  staff,  and 
4  of  the  kitchen  staff  were  affected.  Again  the  cause  was 
undiscovered.  It  is  not  unusual  for  the  cause  to  be  obscure  in 
these  outbreaks,  but  it  was  startling  to  have  another  outbreak  so 
soon  after  the  first,  especially  as  the  hygiene  practised  by  the  kitchen 
staff  was  at  its  highest  possible  level.  It  did  seem,  however,  that 
inadequate  accommodation  for  cooling  meat  and  milk  puddings 
might  be  a  contributory  factor.  These  events  show  that  it  is  not  only 
necessary  to  have  a  kitchen  staff  alive  to  the  necessity  of  hygiene  in 
food  preparation,  but  also  that  it  is  essential  for  them  to  work  in 
kitchens  with  adequate  space  and  equipment. 


Pneumonia 

(Acute  Primary  and  Acute  Influenzal) 

22  cases  of  acute  primary  pneumonia  (14  men  and  8  women)  were 
notified  during  the  year.  No  case  of  acute  influenzal  pneumonia 
was  notified.  Of  these  cases,  12  (7  males  and  5  females)  were  under 
the  age  of  65  years,  and  10  (7  males  and  3  females)  were  over  the  age 
of  65  years.  There  were,  during  the  year,  17  deaths  from  all  types 
of  pneumonia  compared  with  13  in  1948. 


Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis,  Enteric  Fever  and  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

No  cases  of  these  diseases  were  reported  during  the  year. 


Tuberculosis 

Forty  seven  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  twelve  cases  of 
non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year. 


21 


In  February  a  Mass  Radiography  Unit  from  the  South-West 
Regional  Hospital  Board  visited  the  town.  The  response  was  very 
satisfactory,  and  2,918  people  had  a  miniature  X-Ray  film  of  the 
chest  taken.  The  results  of  the  survey  are  tabulated  below  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Total  number  examined  (miniature  film) 

1298 

1620 

2918 

Number  recalled  for  further  X-Ray  (large  film) 

58 

61 

119 

Number  who  did  not  attend  for  further  X-Ray 

1 

1 

2 

Analysis  of  significant  cases  : — 

Non- tuberculous  abnormalities  . 

12 

8 

20 

Inactive  tuberculosis  ...  . 

5 

7 

12 

Active  tuberculosis  ...  . 

1  ' 

6 

7 

Age  Distribution  of  Tuberculosis  cases  detected 


1 

Under 

1 5  years 

15—24 

years 

25—34 

years 

35-^4 

years 

45—59 

years 

60  years 
and  over 

Total 

Active  tuber¬ 
culosis  : 

Males 

1 

1 

Females  . . . 

1 

— 

3 

2 

— 

— 

6 

Inactive  tuber¬ 
culosis  : 

Males 

2 

2 

1 

5 

Females  ... 

2 

— 

- 

2 

1 

2 

7 

Total 

3 

1 

3 

6 

3 

3 
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Disposal  of  Tuberculosis  cases  detected 


No  action 

To  patienfs 
own  doctor 

To  Tuberculosis 
Dispensery 

To  Sanatorium 

Inactive  T uberculosis  . . . 

3 

5 

4 

— 

Active  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

5 

2 

Mass  Radiography  is  a  most  valuable  instrument  in  the  early 
diagnosis  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  can  detect  the  disease 
before  the  appearance  of  any  symptoms.  Treatment  can  therefore 
be  started  at  a  stage  when  hope  of  a  successful  result  can  be 
achieved. 

The  Unit  will  probably  re-visit  Weston-super-Mare  towards  the 
end  of  1950,  and  another  good  response  from  the  public  is  expected. 
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The  main  emphasis  on  the  prevention  of  tuberculosis  must  be  on 
improved  living  conditions,  with  especial  reference  to  housing  and 
food,  but  it  is  hoped  that  B.C.G.  (Bacillus  Calmette-Guerin) 
vaccination  will  prove  to  be  of  undoubted  benefit  in  the  near 
future. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 

The  campaign  of  inoculation  against  diphtheria  continued  during 
the  year.  The  immunisation  records  were  subjected  to  an  extremely 
careful  check  at  the  end  of  1949,  and  as  the  result  it  was  found  that 
67  per  cent  of  children  between  the  ages  of  0  and  5  years  had  been 
given  protection  against  diphtheria,  while  the  percentage  immunised 
of  children  attending  State  schools,  between  5  and  15  years,  was 
87  per  cent.  A  considerable  part  of  this  seeming  discrepancy  is 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  children  under  8  months  are  not 
normally  immunised,  and  of  course,  quite  an  additional  proportion 
of  children  under  1  year  have  not  been  done. 

During  the  year  1949,  281  children  under  the  age  of  5  received 
primary  immunisation  against  diphtheria,  and  84  children  in  the  age 
group  5  to  14  years.  In  addition,  416  children  in  the  age  group 
0  to  14  years  received  booster  doses. 


Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

Immunisation  of  children  against  whooping  cough  continued  at 
the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics,  if  the  parents  requested  this  to  be  done. 
The  efficacy  of  such  immunisation  is  still  not  definitely  known,  but 
during  the  past  four  years  the  Medical  Research  Council  has  been 
carrying  out  a  large  scale  investigation  of  various  whooping  cough 
vaccines.  The  results  of  this  investigation  are  not  yet  available 
and  until  it  is  definitely  known  that  whooping  cough  immunisation 
is  effective  in  preventing  the  disease,  it  would  be  not  wise  to  encourage 
it  in  the  same  way  as  diphtheria  immunisation. 

During  the  year  127  children  under  the  age  of  5  years  were 
immunised  against  whooping  cough. 


Vaccination 

Vaccination  ceased  to  be  compulsory  with  the  inception  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  1946',  and  the  posts  of  Public  Vaccinator 
and  Vaccination  Officer  are  no  longer  in  being.  Vaccinations  are 
now  carried  out  by  private  general  practitioners,  and  during  the 
year  1949,  164  primary  vaccinations  and  62  re- vaccinations  were 
done  in  the  Borough.  Although  this  number  is  not  very  great  it 
compares  very  favourably  with  the  remainder  of  the  County. 
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IV.  SANITARY  WORK 


CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 


To  the  Mayor ^  Aldermen  and  Councillors 

of  the  Borough  of  Weston-super-Mare 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  submit  my  report  on  the  sanitary  administration  of  the 
Borough  for  the  year  1949. 

The  wide  variety  of  work  undertaken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
department  is  well  known  to  the  members  of  the  Health  Committee, 
but  although  most  other  people  realise  that  the  department  aims  to 
maintain  and  improve  health,  they  are  not  usually  aware  that  the 
sanitary  inspector’s  duties  involve  the  investigation  of  housing 
accommodation,  the  inspection  of  meat  supplies,  the  sampling  of 
water  and  milk,  the  investigation  of  food-borne  diseases  and  research 
into  the  welfare  of  factory  workers. 

The  most  urgent  problem  of  today  is  that  of  housing,  and  the 
need  for  more  and  more  houses  is  as  acute  as  ever.  Much  has  been 
done  in  this  direction  but  much  more  will  have  to  be  done  before  the 
needs  of  the  district  are  satisfied.  Present  circumstances  prevent 
extensive  demolition  of  worn-out  houses,  but  although  a  great 
number  of  temporary  repairs  have  been  carried  out,  it  is  clear  that 
consideration  will  have  to  be  given,  in  the  near  future,  to  those  houses 
which  contain  a  multiplicity  of  factors  which  must  inevitably  lead  to 
the  ill-health  of  the  occupants. 

Continued  attention  has  been  given  to  the  manufacture  and  sale  of 
ice-cream,  and  although  vast  improvements  have  been  achieved  as 
to  its  cleanliness,  it  is  regretted  that  there  are,  as  yet,  no  enforceable 
chemical  or  bacteriological  standards. 

In  my  last  report,  I  pointed  out  that  if  an  animal,  brought  to  the 
Abattoir  for  slaughter,  is  “  graded,”  then  the  owner  gets  the 
“  grading  ”  value  no  matter  what  the  condition  may  be  found  to  be 
when  examined  by  the  Inspector  after  killing.  I  feel  that  I  must 
bring  this  matter  to  your  attention  again,  as  there  is  no  doubt  that 
many  dealers  buy  up  “  poor  quality  ”  cattle  and  send  them  for 
slaughter,  in  the  hope,  far  too  often  realised,  that  the  graders,  who 
it  will  be  remembered  are  unqualified  men,  will  “  grade  ”  the  animals, 
thus  ensuring  an  ill-deserved  profit  to  the  vendor  and  a  payment  by 
the  public  for  worthless  beasts. 
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I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  recording  my  thanks  to  Dr.  M. 
A.  Charrett,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  and  I  would  also  like  to 
express  my  appreciation  of  the  continued  co-operation  of  other 
Chief  Officers  and  their  staffs.  Once  again,  I  record,  with 
pleasure,  the  loyal  and  valued  assistance  rendered  by  my  staff. 

I  remain.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

I.  A.  STEPHENSON, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


COURT  AND  STATUTORY  PROCEEDINGS 

There  were  no  Court  Proceedings  taken  during  the  year. 
Statutory  Notices  served .  16 


HOUSING 

“  The  housing  problem  of  today  ”  is  a  phrase  which  is  repeated 
many  times  daily,  but  the  familiarity  of  repetition  does  nothing  to 
diminish  its  significance  and  the  situation,  although  gradually 
improving,  must  seem  to  many  housing  applicants  as  serious  as  ever. 

The  only  way  to  help  tenants  of  houses  which  are  entirely  unfit 
for  human  habitation  is,  of  course,  to  provide  other  suitable 
accommodation,  and  the  only  way  to  prevent  many  other  houses 
from  getting  into  this  condition  is  to  effect  repairs,  often  of  a  major 
nature.  Only  too  often  this  course  of  action  merely  delays 
demolition  for  a  few  years,  and  even  if  the  landlord  is  able  to  obtain 
materials  for  the  repairs  the  cost  is,  in  many  instances,  too  great  for 
the  comparatively  slender  means  at  his  disposal.  It  has  been 
possible,  during  the  year,  to  close  some  “  unfit  ”  houses  when  they 
have  become  vacant. 

A  housing  survey  which  has  just  been  commenced  will  disclose 
on  completion  the  number  of  unfit  houses,  number  of  houses 
requiring  major  repairs,  number  of  houses  required  to  abate  over¬ 
crowding,  and  number  of  houses  requiring  repair. 


Care  of  Aged  Persons.  Sympathetic  consideration  is  always  given 
.to  the  housing  problems  of  old  people,  and  it  is  distressing  to  see  the 
conditions  under  which  some  of  them  are  forced  to  live.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  is  a  great  reluctance  on  their  part  to  change  their 
homes,  and  it  is  often  better  to  allow  them  to  live  in  muddle  and 
moderate  uncleanliness  ;  this  point  is  always  given  very  careful 
consideration  before  making  application  to  a  Court  for  a  removal 
order. 

I 
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VERMIN  ESfFESTATION 


The  following  action  was  taken  : 


Treatments  — Primary 


31 


Secondary... 
Preventive. . . 
To  rooms  ... 


115 


5 

2  . 


The  agents  used  for  disinfestation  are  : — 

(1)  Ris  ;  (2)  Killgercide  ;  (3)  Zaldecide  ;  (4)  D.D.T.  ;  (5)  the  use  of 
fumigants  in  conjunction  with  the  above  preparations. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT 


Three  complaints  were  received  and  appropriate  action  taken. 


RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919 

During  the  past  year  608  complaints  of  rats  and  mice  infestation 
were  received  and  dealt  with,  good  results  having  been  obtained  in 
most  cases. 

Evidence  has  shown  that  the  long  spell  of  hot,  dry  weather 
experienced  last  summer  did  not  bring  about  any  large  increase  in 
the  rat  population — a  not  infrequent  event  in  these  conditions. 
Improvement  in  methods  of  disposal  of  trade  and  household  refuse, 
the  disappearance  of  street  “  pig-bins,”  and  the  wholehearted 
co-operation  of  the  public  in  using  better  methods  of  rat  proofing 
were  no  doubt  very  largely^'the  cause  of  this  satisfactory  state  of 
affairs. 

Your  refuse  tips  and  sewers  have  received  regular  treatments 
during  the  year,  with  good  results,  and  the  sewermen  responsible  for 
carrying  out  the  latter  work  have  made  full  use  of  the  special  training 
they  received  from  the  Infestation  Branch  of  the  Ministry  of  Agri¬ 
culture  and  Fisheries. 

Our  own  special  brand  of  mouse  poison  has  again  been  in  great 
demand  by  members  of  the  public,  many  of  the  applicants  having 
been  made  aware  of  the  free  service  by  other  satisfied  individuals. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


The  routine  inspection  of  factories  and  outworkers  premises 
continued  throughout  the  year.  Co-operation  between  H.M. 
Inspector  of  Factories  and  the  Health  Department  is  important,  and 
difficulties  that  may  arise  from  time  to  time  can  be  overcome  by 
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joint  inspection  and  action.  The  following  table  shows  the  work 
carried  out  during  the  year.  : — 

1.  INSPECTION  FOR  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 
Inspections 

Number  of 
Notices 
Written 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

119 

57 

7 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  to  which 
Section  7  applies  {a)  Subject  to  the  Local 
Authorities  (Transfer  of  Enforcement) 
Order,  1938  . 

184 

309 

57 

(hi)  Other  Premises  under  the  Act  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises)  . 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . 

303 

366 

64 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in 
which  defects  were 
found 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Found 

Remedied 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  . 

61 

60 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  . 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  . 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6)  . 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Insufficient  . 

2 

2 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective . 

5 

4 

2 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  . 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  including 

~  — 

— 

— 

offences  relating  to  Outwork)  . 

3 

2 

— 

Total  . 

71 

68 

2 

OUTWORK — Sections  110  and  111  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 


Nature  of  Work 

No.  of  out¬ 
workers  in 
August  list 
required  by 
Sect.  110(1) 
(c) 

Section 

111 

Notices 

Served 

Wearing  apparel  (making,  etc.) . 

19 

Furniture  and  Upholstery  . 

3 

— 

Umbrellas,  etc . 

1 

— 

Total  . 

23 

— 
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SHOPS  ACTS,  1934 


Sanitary  conveniences  provided  .  5 

Washing  facilities  provided .  3 


HOLIDAY  CAMPING  GROUNDS 

There  are  12  hcensed  camping  sites,  and  regular  inspections  are 
necessary  to  see  that  the  byelaws  are  complied  with.  The  problems 
created  by  people  who  wish  to  live  in  movable  dwellings  have  often 
been  reported  and  discussed  by  the  Health  Committee.  It  is  quite 
clear  that  some  camping  sites,  particularly  near  residential  areas,  are 
undesirable,  and  every  effort  has  been  made  in  the  interest  of  Public 
-Health  to  prevent  encampment  of  families  in  converted  vans  and 
similar  shacks. 

The  Standard  Motor  Company,  Coventry,  organised  a  second 
holiday  camp  at  Weston-super-Mare,  and  it  must  be  recorded  once 
again  that  the  standards  reached  were,  from  all  points  of  view, 
outstandingly  good. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

There  is  only  one  offensive  trade  in  the  Borough,  carried  on  at 
the  Public  Abattoir,  namely  Gut  Scraper.  This  building  is  kept 
under  observation  by  your  resident  Abattoir  Superintendent. 

i 

SUMMARY  OF  VISITS  BY  SANITARY  INSPECTORS 


Total  number  of  inspections  and  visits  . .  . .  . .  7,953 

Nuisances  or  complaints  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  704 

Work  ordered  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1,029 

Work  in  progress  . .  . ,  . .  . .  . .  . .  352 

Drainage  test  visits  : — 

Smoke  tests  at  existing  buildings  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Water  tests  at  existing  buildings  . .  . .  . .  38 

Inspection  of  concrete  in  connection  with  drains  . .  20 

Inspection  of  drains  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  127 

Dwelling  houses  : — 

Number  inspected  under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  344 
Number  of  inspections  made  for  this  purpose  . .  . .  410 

Houses  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  House  Con¬ 
solidated  Reg.  1925  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  79 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  this  purpose  . .  . .  96 

Number  of  houses  inspected  (re  miscellaneous  matters)  18 

Number  of  houses  inspected  re  vermin  . .  . .  . .  77 

Number  of  houses  re-inspected  re  vermin  . .  . .  3 

Number  of  houses  inspected  re  overcrowding  . .  . .  30 

Number  of  houses  re-inspected  re  overcrowding  . .  3 

Houses  visited  re  Housing  Survey  . .  . .  . .  766 

Houses  inspected  before  tenants  enter  Council  Houses  262 
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Visits  re  infectious  diseases  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  141 

Interviews  with  agents,  owners,  contractors,  etc .  836 

Factory  inspections  — Power  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  309 

Non-Power  . .  . .  . .  . .  57 

Bakehouse  inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  80 

Shop  Acts  inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  460 

Cowshed  and  farm  inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  428 

Dairies  and  milkshops  inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  72 

Ice  cream  shops  and  premises  inspections  . .  . .  . .  248 

Butchers’  shops  and  Abattoir  inspections  . .  . .  . .  643 

Food  shops  and  food  premises  inspected  . .  . .  523 

Camps  inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  387 

Inspections  of  premises  where  animals  are  kept  . .  ...  39 

Refuse  tips  inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  536 

Inspections  re  refuse  bins  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  32 

Smoke  abatement  inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

Inspections  of  public  buildings  (including  licensed  amuse¬ 
ment  premises)  .  , .  . .  . .  29 

Inspections  re  Rats  and  Mice  . .  . .  . .  . .  757 

Inspections  re  Cesspools  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  31 

Inspections  re  Petrol  store  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  35 

WORK  DONE 

Houses  repaired  (Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts)  ..  176 

Houses  repaired  informally  under  Housing  Acts  . .  154 

Houses  repaired  formally  under  Housing  Acts  . .  . .  6 

Houses  cleansed  and  decorated  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Rooms  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  81 

Roofs  repaired  or  stripped  and  re-tiled  . .  . .  . .  61 

Floors  re-laid  or  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  104 

Skirtings,  etc.,  renewed  or  repaired  .  5 

Firegrates  renewed  or  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

Doors  repaired  or  new  ones  fixed  . .  . .  . .  . .  16 

Stairs  renewed  or  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Windows  renewed  or  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  28 

Ventilations  and/or  lighting  improved  . .  . .  . .  6 

Plastering  of  walls  and/or  ceilings  repaired  or  stripped  . .  27 

Rain  water  spouting  or  guttering  repaired  or  renewed  . .  37 

Rain  water  cisterns  repaired,  abolished  or  new  fixed  . .  9 

Walls  pointed  and  repaired  or  rendered  . .  . .  . .  5 

External  plaster  repaired  or  re-rendered  . .  . .  . .  8 

Chimney  stacks  and  flues  repaired  or  re-built  . .  . .  10 

Sites  concreted  under  living  rooms  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Damp-proof  courses  inserted  . .  . .  . ,  . .  11 

Floor  timbers  treated  for  dry  rot  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Sanitary  sinks  provided  . .  . .  . .  . . .  5 

Yards  paved,  repaired  or  re-laid  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Tenants  required  to  amend  conditions  ....  . .  9 

Houses,  treated  for  primary  infestation  or  for  precaution¬ 
ary  purposes  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  33 

Refuse  bins  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  28 
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Factory  and  workshops  :  See  pages  26  and  27.  Factory  and 
workshops  report. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  : — 

New  Registrations  . . 

Sanitary  and  structural  conditions  improved 

Animals  and  poultry  :  Nuisances  abated  . . 

Rats  and  Mice  Infestation  : — 

Premises  dealt  with  . . 

Drainage  : — 

Drains  re-laid  at  existing  houses  . . 

Drains  cleared  and  cleansed  or  repaired 
Drains  trapped  and  properly  ventilated  . . 

Premises  supplied  with  additional  drainage 

Additional  drains  provided 

New  drain  inspection  chambers  provided 

Water  closets  or  urinals  repaired  or  reconstructed 

New  water  closet  pedestals  fixed  . . 

New  water  closet  flushing  cisterns  fixed  or  repaired 
New  baths  fixed 
New  lavatory  basins  fixed 
Soil  pipes  and  drain  ventilators  repaired 
Soil  pipes  and  drain  ventilators  fixed 
Waste  pipes  fixed,  repaired  or  reconstructed 
Ashpit  or  pail  closets  abolished  and  houses  drained  to 
the  sewers  . . 

Nuisances  from  overflowing  cesspools  abated  . . 
Cesspools  abolished 

Ditches  and  back  lanes  cleansed 
Accumulations  of  rubbish  removed  . . 

Smoke  or  fumes  :  Nuisances  abated  or  complaints  dealt 
with 

▼  *  ^  V  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  •• 

Tents  and  vans  :  Nuisances  abated 
Swine  kept  in  contravention 

Infectious  Disease  Disinfections,  etc.  : — 


Tuberculosis 

Rooms 

43 

Articles 

309 

Scarlet  Fever 

88 

888 

Diphtheria  . . 

1 

15 

Dysentery 

0 

18 

Poliomyelitis 

2 

24 

Erysipelas 

3 

17 

Cancer 

14 

143 

Measles 

7 

461 

Impetigo 

0 

30 

Pubic  Lice  . . 

1 

31 

Vermin 

..  113 

40 

Non-notifiable 

25 

3,890 

297 

5,866 

1 

1 

11 


608 


22 

59 

15 
3 
6 

13 

19 

11 

16 
5 

28 

3 

7 

55 

2 

2 

1 

2 

30 

3 

7 

2 
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DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS 


The  responsibility  for  the  supervision  of  milk  production  farms 
passed,  on  the  1st  October,  1949,  from  the  local  health  authority  to 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  but  the  local  authorities 
retain  the  duty  of  controlling  the  distribution  and  sale  of  milk. 
Although  local  authorities  have  ceased  to  be  responsible  for  the 
supervision  of  milk  production  on  dairy  farms,  it  is  clear  that  the 
closest  co-operation  between  the  officer  of  the  new  service  and 
sanitary  officers  of  the  local  authority  will  be  essential. 

Particulars  of  Register 

Number  of  producers  on  the  Register  . .  . .  . .  . .  26 

Number  of  distributors  (including  1 3  who  trade  from  outside 
the  Borough) .  54 

A.  Distributors  only  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  46 

B.  Distributors  who  are  also  producers  . .  . .  8 

(N.B. — A  producer  is  only  included  as  a  distributor  if  he 
definitely  makes  a  business  of  selling  his  milk  by  retail  to 
individual  customers). 

Number  of  licences  given  to  Graded  Milk  Distributors  : — 

Supplementary  Certified  Tuberculin  Tested  . .  . .  9 

Supplementary  Pasteurised  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

For  the  purpose  of  control,  the  following  Samples  were  submitted 
to  the  County  Bacteriologist  for  his  report  : — 

Herd  milk  for  the  presence  of  T.B.  . .  . .  . .  . .  102 

(Tubercle  bacilli  absent  101,  present  1) 

Bacterial  examination  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  82 

(satisfactory  77,  unsatisfactory  5) 

DRINKING  WATER 

29  samples  of  water  from  domestic  taps  in  different  parts  of  the 
district  were  submitted  to  the  County  Laboratories,  Taunton,  for 
bacteriological  analysis,  and  were  found  to  be  pure  and  wholesome. 


SWIMMING  BATH  WATER 

The  cleanliness  of  swimming  bath  water  cannot  be  too  high,  and 
the  bacteriological  condition  of  the  water  should  come  near  to  that 
of  drinking  water.  With  the  good  installation  and  supervision  and 
control  available  at  the  three  baths  in  Weston-super-Mare  (Open 
Air  Pool,  large  and  small  baths  at  Knightstone)  a  reasonable 
proportion  of  samples  free  from  B.  coli  in  100  ml.  should  be  75  per 
cent.  95  samples  were  taken  from  swimming  baths  in  the  town  in 
1949,  and  nearly  78  per  cent  showed  no  bacteriological  contami¬ 
nation.  These  samples  were  taken  at  odd  times,  usually  when  a 
large  number  of  bathers  were  present. 
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Open  Air  Pool  Free  from  contamination  70  %  (20  samples  taken) 
Knightstone 

(large  bath)  Free  from  contamination  79  %  (29  samples  taken) 
Knightstone 

(small  bath)  Free  from  contamination  85  %  (46  samples  taken) 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  summer  was  the  finest  ever 
recorded,  and  that  facilities  at  the  open  air  pool  were  strained  to  the 
utmost. 

The  approximate  number  of  bathers  for  the  year  ending  31st  March, 
1950,  were  as  follows  : — 

Knightstone  Baths  :  75,429  (228  season  tickets  issued) 

Open  Air  Swimming  Pool  :  300,735  (104  season  tickets  issued) 


ICE  CREAM 

During  the  year  178  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  and  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  Methylene  Blue  Test,  at  the 
County  Health  Laboratory,  Taunton,  and  classified  as  under  : — 

Grade  1  85 

Grade  2  40 

Grade  3  23 

Grade  4  ...  ...  30 

Judging  by  the  results  of  the  samples  taken  by  the  Department, 
as  well  as  of  the  personal  inspection  of  the  premises  and  plants,  it 
is  gratifying  to  record  that  the  year  1949  has  shown  a  considerable 
improvement  on  the  previous  year.  This  not  only  affects  the  visitors 
who  come  to  Weston-super-Mare,  but  also  the  residents  of  other 
nearby  towns,  as  a  considerable  quantity  of  the  ice  cream  manu¬ 
factured  locally  is  dispatched  to  other  districts.  Whilst  the  Ministry 
of  Food  have  recently  declared  the  impracticability  of  fixing  a  definite 
standard  for  the  chemical  contents  of  ice  cream,  owing  to  the 
shortage  of  important  ingredients,  it  is  hoped  that  the  economic 
situation  of  the  country  will  allow  the  matter  to  be  reviewed  in  the 
near  future. 


MEAT  AND  FOOD  CONTROL 

The  inspection  of  premises  which  require  a  catering  licence  still 
continues  from  the  Public  Health  Department,  and  no  licence  is 
issued  where  an  adverse  report  is  made  on  the  sanitary  conditions  of 
the  premises.  Such  co-operation  has  resulted  in  greatly  improved 
sanitary  and  washing  facilities. 

During  the  year  the  Department  concentrated  on  suggested 
standards  for  food  premises.  The  standards  that  have  been  made 
by  the  Committee  will  in  turn  have  a  beneficial  effect  on  food 
premises  in  general. 

The  number  of  premises  on  the  register  for  the  preparation  of 
pickled,  preserved,  etc.,  meats  is  46. 


32 


PUBLIC  ABATTOIR 


The  normal  routine  inspection  of  meat  slaughtered  at  the  Public 
Abattoir  was  carefully  followed,  with  the  result  that  331  tons  of 
meat  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption.  The 
area  to  which  meat  is  supplied  from  the  Abattoirs  is  the  same  as  in 
previous  years,  viz  : — Axbridge,  Glastonbury,  Street,  Wells,  Bridg¬ 
water,  Highbridge,  Burnham-on-Sea,  Nailsea,  Clevedon  and 
Portishead. 

In  early  October,  1948,  notice  was  received  that  there  appeared 
to  be  an  increase  in  the  country  of  carcases  infected  with  the  cystic 
stage  of  tapeworm  (taenia  saginata),  and  during  the  year  51  cases 
were  notified  out  of  7,747  cattle  slaughtered  in  the  Borough.  Case 
histories  were  submitted  to  the  Ministry  until,  owing  to  the  shortage 
of  trained  staff,  they  were  unable  to  carry  out  further  investigations  ; 
in  addition,  no  useful  purpose  could  be  served  as  the  outbreaks 
were  evenly  distributed  all  over  the  country.  As  man  forms  one 
of  the  hosts  in  the  life  cycle  of  this  parasite,  the  increase  in  infestation 
was  of  the  utmost  importance.  Full  inspection  of  cases  was  carried 
out  in  Weston-super-Mare  for  the  cyst.  This  involved  incision  of 
the  masseter  muscle  in  the  head,  and  the  muscles  of  the  diaphragm 
and  heart,  thus  increasing  very  considerably  the  work  of  the  meat 
inspectors.  When  cases  are  discovered,  the  meat  is  rendered  free 
from  infection  by  placing  in  cold  storage  at  a  temperature  of  120°F. 
to  140°F.  for  six  days,  or  29°F.  for  21  days.  This  treatment  is 
undertaken  in  collaboration  with  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  the 
Wholesale  Meat  Supply  Association. 

Enquiries  into  the  parentage  of  all  calves  condemned  for  tuber¬ 
culosis  still  continues  and  the  divisional  veterinary  officer  of  the 
county  has  invariably  discovered  the  dam,  which  has  been  slaughtered 
under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  The  success  of  the  calf  notification 
scheme  is  very  encouraging. 

TRANSPORT  AND  HANDLING  OF  MEAT 

Regular  inspections  are  made  of  the  vehicles  engaged  on  meat 
distribution  from  the  Abattoir  to  the  butchers’  shops.  Plenty  of 
hot  water  can  be  obtained  at  the  Abattoir  for  the  washing  and 
cleansing  of  these  vehicles.  Attention  has  also  been  paid  to  the 
clothing  worn  by  bumpers,  washable  overalls  and  head  gear  being 
provided  by  the  Wholesale  Meat  Supply  Association.  Although 
slight  improvement  has  taken  place,  much  greater  efforts  are  still 
‘  needed. 

The  following  salvage  was  handed  on  to  the  Ministry  of  Food’s 
Agents  for  residual  recovery  purposes  : — 

Tons  cwts.  qrs,  lbs. 
Condemned  meat  ..  ..  116  11  1  9 

Non-edible  offals,  etc.  . .  214  .17  0  4 


Total  . .  . .  331  8  1  13 
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ANIMALS  KILLED  AT  THE  PUBLIC  ABATTOIR 


1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Calves 

Beasts 

1,026 

50,384 

7,839 

7,856 

630 

41,115 

10,336 

10,071 

44  s 
45,626 
12,143 
10,814 

1,062 

40,077 

8,607 

9,724 

560 

41,855 

7,960 

9,106 

229 

26,963 

11,965 

7,990 

338 

22,636 

12,421 

7,381 

379 

23,231 

7,348 

7,742 

Difference  from  the  year  1948  : — 

Cattle  Calves  Sheep  Pigs 

+361  -5,073  +595  +41 


The  income  from  slaughtering  charges,  tolls  and  rentals  was  as 
follows  : — 


£ 

s. 

d. 

1943 

•  •  ••  ••  ••  ••  •• 

4,489 

11 

1 

1944 

•  •  ••  ••  ••  ••  •• 

4,789 

11 

2 

1945 

•  •  ••  ••  ••  ••  •• 

4,277 

4 

11 

1946 

•  •  ••  ••  ••  •• 

4,343 

0 

6 

1947 

•  •  ••  ••  ••  ••  •• 

3,524 

0 

0 

1948 

•  •  ••  ••  ••  •• 

3,510 

15 

8 

1949,  including  rentals  and  tolls  as  below 

3,588 

4 

4 

Tolls  including  car  auction  fees 

64 

1 

11 

Rent  of  Meat  Pool  stores 

359 

0 

0 

Rent  of  Offices 

195 

0 

0 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


CATTLE 

including 

COWS 

CALVES 

SHEEP 

and 

LAMBS 

PIGS 

Number  killed  . 

7,742 

7,348 

23,231 

379 

Number  inspected . 

7,742 

7,348 

23,231 

379 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned . 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
T  uberculosis  . 

98 

15 

49 

8 

3,714 

39 

1,230 

95 

49-23% 

0-7% 

5-5% 

27-17% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned . 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

253 

1,597 

23-89% 

6 

7 

0-18% 

• - 

2 

100 

26-9% 
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1949.  DISEASED  OR  INJURED  MEAT  CONDEMNED  AT  THE  ABATTOIR 
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Cattle:  Carcases  and  all  offal 

Quarters  . 

Heads  and  Tongues 
Lungs  and  Hearts 

Livers  ... 

Guts . 

Stomachs  . 

Skirtings  . 

Calves  :-Carcases  . 

Quarters  . 

Livers  ... 

Plucks  . 

Guts . 

Heads  . 

Pigs:-  Carcases  and  offal  ... 
Heads  ... 

Plucks  . 

Guts  ... 

Livers  . 

Quarters  . 

Sheep:-  Carcases  . 

Livers  ... 

Plucks  . 

Quarters 

Guts . 
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DISEASED  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 


The  total  weight  of  diseased,  unsound  or  injured  meat  and  organs 
condemned  was  : — 


Tuberculous  Meat: — 


* 

Tons  Cwts. 

Qrs.  Lbs. 

Beef  and  organs,  includ- 

ing  253  carcases  and 
61  quarters . 

44 

5 

0 

15 

Pigs  and  organs,  includ¬ 
ing  2  carcases 

Calves  and  organs,  in- 

10 

2 

13 

eluding  6  carcases  . . . 

3 

3 

26 

Total  weight  of  tuberculous  meat 

Non-Tuberculous  Meat:- 

Beef  and  organs 

67 

14 

0 

0 

Pigs  and  organs 

.  1 

0 

2 

16 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

2 

9 

2 

18 

Calves  and  organs 

7 

1 

5 

Total  weight  of  non-tuberculous  meat 


Tons  Cwts,  Qrs.  Lbs, 


44  19  2  26 


71  11  2  11 


Total  weight  of  all  condemned  meat  116  11  1  9 


UNSOUND  FOOD  CONDEMNED  IN  THE  TOWN 


Fish 

Bacon 

Sausage  Meat 

Poultry 

Fruit 

Flour 

Sugar 

Rice 

Sweets 

Locust  Beans 
Cake  ... 
Potatoes  . . . 
Cooking  Fats 

Canned  Goods: — 

Meat,  various 
Fish,  various 
Milk 

Vegetables 
Soups  . . . 


Tons  Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs. 
8  2  23| 


3 

5 

14 

2 

2 


2 

1 

0 

1 


2 

2 

0 

3 

0 


3 

2 

0 


9 

9i 

n 

H 

4 


0  10 
2  20 
21 
21 
21f 


0 


0  22 


.  140  cans 

.  170  cans 

.  203  cans 

...  426  cans 
.  57  cans 
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Fruit 

Jams  and  Marmalades 

Puddings 

Fruit  Juices 

Spreads  . 

Onion  Powder  . . . 
Malted  Foods  ... 

Salt  . 

Cocoa  and  Coffee 
Dog  Food 
Ambrosia 
Cheese  ... 

Spread . 

Junket  Powder  . . . 

Sauces . 

Pickles  . 

Salad  Cream  ... 

Cereals . 

Soups  . 

Chocolates 

Chocolates 

Suet  . 

Crumpets 

Crunchets 

Shrimps 


60  cans 
65  cans 
9  cans 
28  cans 

21  cans 
50  cans 

3  cans 

1  can 

2  cans 

1  can 

.  6  lbs. 

22  boxes 
28  cartons 
32  cartons 

8  bottles 
.  120  jars 

2  bottles 

3  packets 
49  packets 

2  packets 
53  bars 
2  packets 
.  352 
.  212 

1 5  bags 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT 


The  number  of  samples  submitted  for  analysis  by  the  County 
was  240.  One  sample  of  beef  sausage  was  found  to  be  deficient  in 
meat ;  the  trader  concerned  was  prosecuted  and  a  conviction 
obtained. 


Sample 

Milk  . 

Ice  Cream . 

Butter  . 

Sausages  . 

Canned  Meat  Soup 
Fruit  Drinks 
Spice 

Marmalade 

Margarine 

Coffee 

Dried  Fruit 

Tomato  Juice  Cocktail 

Jam  . 

Chicken  Sandwiches 
Breakfast  Cereal  ... 

Lard  . 

Steak  and  Kidney  Pie 


Number  of 
samples  taken 

..  107 

45 
3 

3 
6 

4 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
3 
1 
2 
1 
1 
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Sample 

Flavourings 
Chocolate  Cake  . . . 
Luncheon  Meat  ... 
Mincemeat 
Whiskey  ... 

Gin  . 

Tonie  Wine 
Malt  Wine  Cocktail 
Ginger  Wine 

Cordial  . 

Apple  Juice 
Candied  Peel 
Pastry  Mix 
Cheese  Straws 
Chocolate  Spread 
Potato  Crisps 

Beef  Suet . 

Honey  . 

Salad  Cream 
Nut  Produets 
Evaporated  Milk  ... 
Custard  Powder  . . . 
Christmas  Pudding 
Marzipan  ... 

Sweet  Confectionery 
Pickles  ...  ... 

Gelatine  ... 

Tomato  Sauce 
Almond  Cream  ... 
Horse-radish  Sauce 
Parrish’s  Chemical  Food 
Tincture  of  Quinine 
Tincture  of  Iodine 
Malt  and  Cod  Liver  Oil 


Number  of 
samples  taken 

..  z 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 
1 
2 

4 
1 

..  ■  1 

2 

2 

3 

..  '  3 
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